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Dear Parents and Carers

Asyou canseefrom the Clasgpages,we have had an action packed8 week Term The pupils have had a range of experiencesand learningopportunities Many classeshave been
focusingon HalloweenCelebrationghis week Owl Classhaveusedcutting and scoopingskillsto make pumpkinsfor the different classes| evenhad on deliveredtoday-thank you Owil
Class

Therehavebeenthe usualtrips to the supermarketandto the RadleyAnimalCentre Thesetrips areto supportanddevelopindependencewhichis clearlyevidentfrom the photosand
commentaryinvolved

We were lucky enoughto be chosenby Vertexonce againas part of their Volunteer Day Theyonce againcamein to work in our SensoryGardenand complete other groundworks
aroundthe School A oncedilapidatedshedis pristine once againand is a perfect spaceto read stories Volunteersare alwayswelcomeat our school,we currently havea number of

volunteersthat supporta rangeof activities,from HorseRiding,to Dukeof EdinburghAwardaswell assupportingwithin the classroonsetting We alsohavevolunteersthat comeand

help serveat our CoffeeMornings

Someof our Albatrosspupilstook part in the Panathlonat HollywoodBowlin Oxford Theyplayedamazinglywith one of our pupilsscoringa STRIKE!'Shewasawardeda certificatefor
this amazingachievement Overallwe camefirst in the competition

Asyou may havenoticed our accesdo the swimmingpool hasbeen sporadicthis year Thisis down to a rangeof issuessomeresultingfrom the ageof the pool and the subsequent
repairsthat havebeenneededto makethe pool safe,and othershavebeendown to staffingissues We havebeenin consultationwith OxfordshireCountyCouncilo find a solutionto
the underfundingof the swimmingpool. Forreference,with the risingcost of utilities and the cost of staff to teach and lifeguardour pool it is extremelyexpensiveto run. Thevast
majority of the fundingcomesfrom within the schoolbudget,this is somethingthat most other SpecialisSchoolswithin the OxfordshireAreado not needto sustain We striveto keep
our pool open, howeverl do needto make you aware that the rising cost of the pool is makingit almostimpossibleto retain without the support of the LocalAuthority. We are
exploringevery availableopportunity to fund this sustainablyand find a solutionin order to keepthe pool open as much aspossible Thereare many pupilsat Kingfisherthat have
physiotherapysessionswithin the pool settingand all of our pupilsbenefit from the weeklyaccesgo usethe pool. Forsomeit isthe onlytime that they are fully independentof adult
support Significant

We apologisefor usingthe W /wexd so earlyin the year, particularlyaswe K | @ SyefxélebratedHalloweenyet, but we havea lot alreadyplannedfor nextterm, particularlyaround
the Christma<Celebrations| havelisted all events and other datesfor your diary on the next page

Hopeyouall havean amazingHalf Term

Lorraine



Dates for your diary

Monday 4" November 2024
Monday 4" November 2024
Friday 18' November 2024
Friday 29 November 2024

Christmas Events

Thursday 12 December
Monday 16" December 2024
Tuesday 17 December 2024
Thursday 19 December 2024
Friday 2@ December 2024

New Term

Monday 6" January 2025
Tuesday T January 2025
Friday 3% January 2025

Friday 14 February 2025
Monday 24" February 2025

First Day of Term

School Photos

Children in Need Dayore information later
Coffee Morning

Christmas Jumper Day

1:30PMSchool Performance Showing
10:00AMSchool Performance Showing

Christmas Party (pupils may wear their own clothes)
Last Day of Term (2pm finish)

INSET Day
First Day of Term
Coffee Morning

Last Day of Term
First Day of Term




Sensory Pathway




Flamingo Class

What a busyfirst term we havehad in FlamingoClass!All the childrenhave settled backinto schoolwell and we havereally enjoyedexploringour topic of & 2 K S NJ& aDsiré
sensorystory for the term hasbeenabout the very unpredictableweatherthat we havein the UK Somestudentsreally enjoyedsmellingthe suncreamand beingwarm, while

othersreally enjoyedfeelingthe water sprayand hearingthe thunder! We havealsoexploredfamiliar placesthrough other storiesincludinga picture book about anotherspecial
school

We have been creatinga wide variety of art projectsduring our Big Art and SensoryArt sessionsWhenwe were learningabout the garden,we did somereally muddy mark
makingandusedanimalsandinsectsto createfootprints andtrails. Onthe weekwhenwe were lookingand streetsand cities,we usedcarsto createa giantpaintingall together
andusedour feet to createpaintedfootprints asif we were walkingthroughthe streets We alsodid someart basedon our schoolincludinglots of pink for Flamingoand some
with the Kingfisheicoloursg orange blue andwhite.

We alwayswork hard on our movementskillsin Flamingoclassso this term we haverelatedit to our theme through our musicchoicesand the objectswe havebeenusingto
practiceour skills Thisterm this hasincludeddancingto Our House(Madness)yand Green,GreenGrassGeorgeEzra) Forour fine motor skills,we havebeenbuildingour own
houseswith blocks(andknockingthem down againof course)aswell asusingnaturalresourceso makeprints in play doh. We alsowent on a FlamingoHunt aroundthe school
andthe pupilsusedtheir handsor a pegto graband pull the flamingopicture off the wall.

We have been doing a lot of playingin classthis term and all the pupils have been accessinglay skillsat their own level Somepupils have been playingthrough sensory
experiencesand usingsound switches,while others have beentaking part in Attention Bucketand exploringtreasure basketswhich contain a variety of objectsto encourage
openendedplay. Thisterm we havefocusedon naturalobjectsandtoysthat roll.

Welldoneto all the pupilsin FlamingaClass; you haveall workedreallyhardandit hasbeengreatto seeyouall havingso muchfun!

Eleanor, Emma, Kerryann, Perri, Katia and Amanda




Toucan Class

We can't believe Term1 hascometo an end already- what a busyterm we havehad! ToucanClasshave worked well asa new cohort of pupils,with somestaff new to the Sensory
pathwayaswell. We havecreateda lovelylearningenvironmentin our classroonto benefitall the pupilsneeds,aswell assomelovelydisplayso promote further learning

Term1 hasbeenfocusingon our theme, & 2 K 9 NB @vdather, exploringhot and cold aswell ascompletingwork towards our ASDANunits. We haveexploreda numberof waysto
communicatejntroducingGridsaspart of our morningandafternoonsessions

Duringour theme work we havebeenexploringand recreatingsomeof England’'smost famouslandmarks suchas StonehengeThe EdenProject and BlackpoolTower Eachpupil has
takenpart in art activitiesto explore mark makingusingseveraltools. Theseart pieceshavecreateda displayin both the classroomand the schoolcorridor. Somegreatwork to be
proudof! We havealsousedarangeof art techniqueso representthe weather

ASDANAward SchemeDevelopmentand Accreditation Network) is something pupils can accessacrossseveralcourses In ToucanClasssome pupils are working on Transition
Challengewhile othersare workingon PersonaProgressTheseare both madeup of severalunits that completethe course Thisterm we havebeenworkingon Communicatiorand
Engagingvith the World AroundYou TechnologiesTheyboth work together enablingour pupilsto communicatetheir choiceshroughtechnology Pupilshavehadthe opportunity for
independentexplorationwith a numberof causeand-effectitems.

SensoryStory seemsto have been a favourite this term. We have enjoyedexploringthe @ D NBiledf [ 2 Yy R Rafréingabout what happenedall those yearsago and bringingthe
story to life with propsthat we canalsoengagewith and explore Eachpupil showedanticipationof what was goingto happennext. We includedcommunicationopportunities for
pupilsto expressi Y 2 MEIEF A Y Awihfe& Rpgop.

We alsohadgreatfun exploring® 3 f &n#lrhakingbiscuits,they were verytastyl

ToucanClasshavealsobeenworking hard on somevocationaltasksthat we haveintroduced,includingcollectingthe classlunches,putting washingin the machineandtidying items
awayin their own boxes It hasbeenlovelyto seehow eachpupil hasparticipatedin their own wayto helptheir classandlook after their own environment

ToucanClasshasdonesowell in their first term, they havesettledin andworkedhardin somanyaspectsof their schoolday Well done!

Jen, Sarah, Heidi, Lorna, Lynette, & Sharon




Robin Class

h Tzéethis term hasbeenWt f in ©&! &YW havehad lots of fun exploringa variety of thingsfrom the countriesin the UK Our sensorystory this term hasbeen TheRiverby
Marc JacobsThisstory follows a river that flows through the countrysideand flows through different environments In our story we have enjoyedlisteningto a variety of sounds

includinga farm andthe noisesof a factory:.

In Phonicshis term we havebeenexploringbookswith our friends We havebeenlearningto makedifferent choicesduring these sessionsandthinking about what bookswe like
andR 2 yiike.0We havebeenlearningto turn the pagesof the bookswhen an adult pausesandlook at the different pictureson the pages Lotsof usare learningto find something
on the pageby lookingor pointingwhen askedby an adult, we will continueto work on this after halfterm.

In Mathsthis term we havebeenlookingat thingsthat are the sameand matchingobjects We havebeenexploringobjectsthat are exactlythe samein colour, shapeandsize We
havealsobeendoinga fun activity where we haveto matcha pieceof clothingto its blackshadow,we do this from a choiceof 2 and we are all really good at lookingbetweenthe
shadowand the clothing before makingour guess In our hand function lessonswe have beenfocusingon holdingand pulling, we havebeen practisingpulling lots of soft objects
includingstringandpipe cleaners Most of usare gettingreallygoodat doingthis with more independence

In our Musicsessiorwe havebeensinginglots of songsaboutanimalswe mightfind in the UK, includingwigglywormsandlots about farm animals In our resonanceboard session,
we havebeenexploringa story about a squirrellookingfor pineconesbefore goingbackto his home when it startsraining In these sessionsve have beenfocusingon different
noisesandbeatswe canmakeon the resonanceboard- we reallylike makingscratchingnoiseswith the tips of our fingers

Alicia, Liza, Maria, Tracy, Julia, Emma, Kerry -Ann and Beth




Core Pathway




Owl Class

Thisterm Owl Classhavebeenso busywith lots of new learningand explorationtaking place Thechildrenhavebeenlearningabout Englandand Scotland designingand lookingat
different foodsand storiesrelated to Englishand Scottishheritage Thechildrenhaveexploreddifferent typesof weatherand what eachof the weathersfeel like in a sensoryway. In
Sciencehe childrenhavelookedat the different clothesthat are worn in different weathers,sortingthem underthe correctpictures

We haveenjoyedour thematiclearningaboutour localenvironment,gettingto knowthe schoolandall the different areasaroundthe school Thechildrenhavecarriedout mapwork
and designedmapsof KingfisherJabellingthe key areasusingphotos Thechildrenhavebeencookingup a storm this term makingdifferent Englishand Scottishdelights Theyhave
madejam tarts, Victoriasponge oat cakesand scones Thechildrenvery muchenjoyedthe tasting- It wasenjoymentall around! Thechildrenhavebeenlearningaboutthe story of
W ¢ KHseeBilly GoatsGruff and lookingat the characters Theymade their own life sizetroll and we namedhim Michael Theyhave been lookingat the story W b QuchThingas
b S & &rid 8r€ssingup in traditional Englishclothes Theyalso have enjoyedplaying and actingout the story of W ¢ KHgeeBilly GoatsD NXi theQole play area, looking at the
different animalsandsendingthe goatsacrossthe bridge

| think their favourite thing to do this term wasdesigningheir LochNessMonster ¢ they were new, excitingandfull of colour Thechildrenlovedthe makingof the roses,and Ghosts
for Halloween Thechildrenalsodid pumpkincarvingand enjoyedscoopingout the insidesand creatingfunkyfaces!

Thechildrenhavehad an excitingterm. Theyhavebeenlearninglots of new songsusingthe signsand symbolsto choosethe songsthat we would like to play. In Mathsthe children
havebeenlearningaboutplacevalueandcountingto 5. Theyhaveencounteredseveraldifferent songdearningto countto 5 andhavetakenpartin different activities

Takecare,bestwishes

Jo, Tina, Kim, Charlotte and Emily




Hawk Class

HawkClasshavehad a brilliant first term backat school We are incrediblyproud of all new pupilsto HawkClassasthey havesettled in so quicklyand establishedroutinessowell. It
hasbeena busyhalf term full of friendshipbuilding, progressand fun! Our theme this halfterm wasW 9 y Ivs{ @ R (i vhiciiR@xploredthrough a variety of different subject
areas

In our Geographysessiongve learnt about Englandand Scotlandand comparedthem to one anotherusingvisualsupport We learnt about mapsandwhereto find eachcountryon a
map of the United Kingdom Thechildrenespeciallyenjoyedhearingabout the talesof the LochNessMonster! In Art we madea variety of different piecesthrough multi- sensoryart.
Thepupilsmadeflags,thistles,rosesand LochNessMonster puppets Thepupilswere creativeand designedheir art work independentlyby selectingdifferent materialsand media
for their art work.

In Englishwe exploreda variety of different textsincluding PleaseMrs Butler, The Tigerthat Cameto Teaand¢ K S NiBSRéhthing asNessie Pupilsworked on a variety of different
skillsthis term includingcomprehensiorand writing. Pupilsuseddifferent layoutsfor writing purposesjncludingshoppinglistsand invitations We focusedon characterthis term and

learnt how to use adjectivesto create simplecharacterprofiles of charactersfrom our stories Asalwayswe practisedansweringquestions,offering ideasand suggestionsn group
discussionsAswell asthis, pupilshavehad daily RWIPhonicssessionsind havefocusedon learningnew speedsounds readingwords/shorttexts, answeringquestionsandWK 2 £ RA y
aa Sy i Hywdth@activities



