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Dear Parents and Carers
Asyou can seefrom the Classpages,we havehad an action packed8 week Term. Thepupilshavehad a rangeof experiencesand learningopportunities. Many classeshavebeen

focusingon HalloweenCelebrationsthis week. OwlClasshaveusedcutting andscoopingskillsto makepumpkinsfor the different classes,I evenhadon deliveredtoday-thankyou Owl

Class

Therehavebeenthe usualtrips to the supermarketandto the RadleyAnimalCentre. Thesetrips areto supportanddevelopIndependence,whichisclearlyevidentfrom the photosand

commentaryinvolved.

We were luckyenoughto be chosenby Vertexonceagainaspart of their VolunteerDay. Theyonceagaincamein to work in our SensoryGardenand completeother groundworks

aroundthe School. A oncedilapidatedshedis pristine onceagainand is a perfect spaceto read stories. Volunteersare alwayswelcomeat our school,we currentlyhavea numberof

volunteersthat supporta rangeof activities,from HorseRiding,to Dukeof EdinburghAwardaswell assupportingwithin the classroomsetting. We alsohavevolunteersthat comeand

helpserveat our CoffeeMornings.

Someof our Albatrosspupilstook part in the Panathlonat HollywoodBowlin Oxford. Theyplayedamazinglywith oneof our pupilsscoringa STRIKE!!!Shewasawardeda certificatefor

this amazingachievement. Overallwe camefirst in the competition.

Asyou mayhavenoticedour accessto the swimmingpool hasbeensporadicthis year. Thisis down to a rangeof issues,someresultingfrom the ageof the pool and the subsequent

repairsthat havebeenneededto makethe pool safe,andothershavebeendown to staffingissues. We havebeenin consultationwith OxfordshireCountyCouncilto find a solutionto

the underfundingof the swimmingpool. For reference,with the risingcost of utilities and the cost of staff to teachand lifeguardour pool it is extremelyexpensiveto run. Thevast

majority of the fundingcomesfrom within the schoolbudget,this is somethingthat mostother SpecialistSchoolswithin the OxfordshireAreado not needto sustain. Westriveto keep

our pool open, however I do need to makeyou aware that the rising cost of the pool is makingit almost impossibleto retain without the support of the LocalAuthority. We are

exploringeveryavailableopportunity to fund this sustainablyand find a solution in order to keepthe pool open asmuch aspossible. Thereare manypupilsat Kingfisherthat have

physiotherapysessionswithin the pool settingandall of our pupilsbenefit from the weeklyaccessto usethe pool. Forsomeit is the only time that they are fully independentof adult

support. Significant

We apologisefor usingtheΨ/Ωword soearly in the year,particularlyasweƘŀǾŜƴΩǘevencelebratedHalloweenyet, but we havea lot alreadyplannedfor next term, particularlyaround

the ChristmasCelebrations,I havelistedall events andother datesfor yourdiaryon the nextpage.

Hopeyouall haveanamazingHalfTerm

Lorraine



Dates for your diary

Monday 4th November 2024 First Day of Term

Monday 4th November 2024 School Photos

Friday 15th November 2024 Children in Need Day-more information later

Friday 29th November 2024 Coffee Morning

Christmas Events

Thursday 12th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 16th December 2024 1:30PM-School Performance Showing

Tuesday 17th December 2024 10:00AM-School Performance Showing

Thursday 19th December 2024 Christmas Party (pupils may wear their own clothes)

Friday 20th December 2024 Last Day of Term (2pm finish)

New Term

Monday 6th January 2025 INSET Day

Tuesday 7th January 2025 First Day of Term

Friday  31st January 2025 Coffee Morning

Friday 14th February 2025 Last Day of Term

Monday 24th February 2025 First Day of Term



Sensory Pathway



Flamingo Class

What a busyfirst term we havehad in FlamingoClass!All the childrenhavesettled backinto schoolwell and we havereallyenjoyedexploringour topic ofά²ƘŜǊŜI[ƛǾŜέ. Our
sensorystory for the term hasbeenabout the veryunpredictableweather that we havein the UK. Somestudentsreallyenjoyedsmellingthe suncreamandbeingwarm, while
othersreallyenjoyedfeelingthe water sprayandhearingthe thunder! Wehavealsoexploredfamiliarplacesthroughother storiesincludinga picturebookaboutanotherspecial
school.

We havebeencreatinga wide variety of art projectsduring our BigArt and SensoryArt sessions. When we were learningabout the garden,we did somereally muddymark
makingandusedanimalsandinsectsto createfootprints andtrails. Onthe weekwhenwe were lookingandstreetsandcities,we usedcarsto createa giantpaintingall together
andusedour feet to createpaintedfootprints asif we were walkingthroughthe streets. We alsodid someart basedon our schoolincludinglots of pink for Flamingoandsome
with the Kingfishercoloursςorange,blueandwhite.

We alwayswork hard on our movementskillsin Flamingoclassso this term we haverelated it to our theme through our musicchoicesand the objectswe havebeenusingto
practiceour skills. Thisterm this hasincludeddancingto Our House(Madness)andGreen,GreenGrass(GeorgeEzra). Forour fine motor skills,we havebeenbuildingour own
houseswith blocks(andknockingthem down againof course)aswell asusingnatural resourcesto makeprints in playdoh. We alsowent on a FlamingoHunt aroundthe school
andthe pupilsusedtheir handsor a pegto grabandpull the flamingopictureoff the wall.

We havebeen doing a lot of playingin classthis term and all the pupils havebeen accessingplay skillsat their own level. Somepupils havebeen playingthrough sensory
experiencesand usingsoundswitches,while others havebeen takingpart in Attention Bucketand exploringtreasurebasketswhich containa variety of objectsto encourage
openendedplay. Thisterm we havefocusedon naturalobjectsandtoysthat roll.

Welldoneto all the pupilsin FlamingoClassςyouhaveall workedreallyhardandit hasbeengreatto seeyouall havingsomuchfun!

Eleanor, Emma, Kerryann, Perri, Katia and Amanda



Toucan Class

We can't believeTerm1 hascometo an end already- what a busyterm we havehad! ToucanClasshaveworked well asa new cohort of pupils,with somestaff new to the Sensory
pathwayaswell. Wehavecreateda lovelylearningenvironmentin our classroomto benefitall the pupilsneeds,aswell assomelovelydisplaysto promotefurther learning.

Term1 hasbeenfocusingon our theme,ά²ƘŜǊŜI[ƛǾŜέΣweather,exploringhot andcoldaswell ascompletingwork towardsour ASDANunits. We haveexploreda numberof waysto
communicate,introducingGridsaspart of our morningandafternoonsessions.

Duringour theme work we havebeenexploringandrecreatingsomeof England'smost famouslandmarks,suchasStonehenge,TheEdenProject andBlackpoolTower. Eachpupil has
takenpart in art activitiesto exploremark makingusingseveraltools. Theseart pieceshavecreateda displayin both the classroomand the schoolcorridor. Somegreatwork to be
proudof! Wehavealsouseda rangeof art techniquesto representthe weather.

ASDAN(Award SchemeDevelopmentand AccreditationNetwork) is somethingpupils can accessacrossseveralcourses. In ToucanClasssome pupils are working on Transition
Challenge,while othersareworkingon PersonalProgress. Theseareboth madeup of severalunits that completethe course. Thisterm we havebeenworkingon Communicationand
Engagingwith the World AroundYou: Technologies. Theyboth work togetherenablingour pupilsto communicatetheir choicesthroughtechnology. Pupilshavehadthe opportunity for
independentexplorationwith a numberof cause-and-effect items.

SensoryStoryseemsto havebeena favourite this term. We haveenjoyedexploringtheάDǊŜŀǘFireof [ƻƴŘƻƴέΣlearningabout what happenedall those yearsagoand bringingthe
story to life with propsthat we canalsoengagewith and explore. Eachpupil showedanticipationof what wasgoingto happennext. We includedcommunicationopportunitiesfor
pupilsto expressάƳƻǊŜέorάŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘέwith eachprop.

Wealsohadgreatfun exploringΨƎƭƻƻǇΩandmakingbiscuits,they wereverytasty!

ToucanClasshavealsobeenworkinghard on somevocationaltasksthat we haveintroduced,includingcollectingthe classlunches,putting washingin the machineand tidying items
awayin their own boxes. It hasbeenlovelyto seehow eachpupilhasparticipatedin their own wayto helptheir classandlook after their own environment.

ToucanClasshasdonesowell in their first term, they havesettledin andworkedhardin somanyaspectsof their schoolday. Well done!

Jen, Sarah, Heidi, Lorna, Lynette, & Sharon



Robin Class

hǳǊThemethis term hasbeenΨtƭŀŎŜǎin the¦YΩWehavehadlots of fun exploringa varietyof thingsfrom the countriesin the UK. Oursensorystory this term hasbeenTheRiverby
Marc Jacobs. Thisstory follows a river that flows through the countrysideand flows through different environments. In our story we haveenjoyedlisteningto a varietyof sounds
includinga farm andthe noisesof a factory.

In Phonicsthis term we havebeenexploringbookswith our friends. We havebeenlearningto makedifferent choicesduringthesesessionsandthinkingabout what bookswe like
andŘƻƴΩǘlike. Wehavebeenlearningto turn the pagesof the bookswhenanadult pausesandlook at the different pictureson the pages. Lotsof usare learningto find something
on the pageby lookingor pointingwhenaskedbyanadult,we will continueto work on thisafter half term.

In Mathsthis term we havebeenlookingat thingsthat are the sameandmatchingobjects. We havebeenexploringobjectsthat are exactlythe samein colour,shapeandsize. We
havealsobeendoinga fun activitywherewe haveto matcha pieceof clothingto its blackshadow,we do this from a choiceof 2 andwe areall reallygoodat lookingbetweenthe
shadowand the clothingbefore makingour guess. In our handfunction lessonswe havebeenfocusingon holdingandpulling,we havebeenpractisingpulling lots of soft objects
includingstringandpipecleaners. Most of usaregettingreallygoodat doingthis with more independence.

In our Musicsessionwe havebeensinginglots of songsaboutanimalswe might find in the UK,includingwigglywormsandlots about farm animals. In our resonanceboardsession,
we havebeenexploringa story about a squirrel lookingfor pineconesbefore goingbackto his home when it starts raining. In thesesessionswe havebeenfocusingon different
noisesandbeatswe canmakeon the resonanceboard- we reallylike makingscratchingnoiseswith the tips of our fingers.

Alicia, Liza, Maria, Tracy, Julia, Emma, Kerry - Ann and Beth



Core Pathway



Owl Class

Thisterm Owl Classhavebeensobusywith lots of new learningandexplorationtakingplace. Thechildrenhavebeenlearningabout EnglandandScotland,designingand lookingat

different foodsandstoriesrelatedto EnglishandScottishheritage. Thechildrenhaveexploreddifferent typesof weatherandwhat eachof the weathersfeel like in a sensoryway. In

Sciencethe childrenhavelookedat the different clothesthat areworn in different weathers,sortingthem underthe correctpictures.

Wehaveenjoyedour thematiclearningaboutour localenvironment,gettingto knowthe schoolandall the different areasaroundthe school. Thechildrenhavecarriedout mapwork

anddesignedmapsof Kingfisher,labellingthe keyareasusingphotos. Thechildrenhavebeencookingup a storm this term makingdifferent EnglishandScottishdelights. Theyhave

madejam tarts, Victoriasponge,oat cakesandscones. Thechildrenverymuchenjoyedthe tasting- It wasenjoymentall around!Thechildrenhavebeenlearningabout the story of

Ψ¢ƘŜThreeBilly GoatsGruff and lookingat the characters. Theymadetheir own life sizetroll and we namedhim Michael. Theyhavebeen lookingat the storyΨbƻSuchThingas

bŜǎǎƛŜΩand dressingup in traditional Englishclothes. Theyalsohaveenjoyedplaying and actingout the story of Ψ¢ƘŜThreeBilly GoatsDǊǳŦŦΩin the role play area,lookingat the

different animalsandsendingthe goatsacrossthe bridge.

I think their favouritething to do this term wasdesigningtheir LochNessMonster ςthey werenew,excitingandfull of colour. Thechildrenlovedthe makingof the roses,andGhosts

for Halloween. Thechildrenalsodid pumpkincarvingandenjoyedscoopingout the insidesandcreatingfunkyfaces!

Thechildrenhavehadan excitingterm. Theyhavebeenlearninglots of new songs,usingthe signsandsymbolsto choosethe songsthat we would like to play. In Mathsthe children

havebeenlearningaboutplacevalueandcountingto 5. Theyhaveencounteredseveraldifferent songslearningto count to 5 andhavetakenpart in different activities.

Takecare,bestwishes.

Jo, Tina, Kim, Charlotte and Emily



Hawk Class

Hawk Class have had a brilliant first term back at school. We are incredibly proud of all new pupils to Hawk Class as they have settled in so quickly and established routines so well. It 

has been a busy half term full of friendship building, progress and fun! Our theme this half term was Ψ9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ vs {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩ which we explored through a variety of different subject 

areas.

In our Geography sessions we learnt about England and Scotland and compared them to one another using visual support. We learnt about maps and where to find each country on a 

map of the United Kingdom. The children especially enjoyed hearing about the tales of the Loch Ness Monster! In Art we made a variety of different pieces through multi- sensory art. 

The pupils made flags, thistles, roses and Loch Ness Monster puppets. The pupils were creative and designed their art work independently by selecting different materials and media 

for their art work.

In English we explored a variety of different texts including: Please Mrs Butler, The Tiger that Came to Tea and ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ No Such thing as Nessie. Pupils worked on a variety of different 

skills this term including comprehension and writing. Pupils used different layouts for writing purposes, including shopping lists and invitations. We focused on character this term and 

learnt how to use adjectives to create simple character profiles of characters from our stories. As always we practised answering questions, offering ideas and suggestions in group 

discussions. As well as this, pupils have had daily RWI Phonics sessions and have focused on learning new speed sounds, reading words/short texts, answering questions and ΨƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ 

a ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΩ for writing activities. 


