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Dear Parents and Carers

Asusualwe havehada busyterm hereat KingfisherSchool. All the classeshavetakenpart in a rangeof educationalactivities,with someclasseshaving
venturedoffsite. YesterdayEagleClasshad a visit to AbingdonMuseumin Market Square. Theywent to experiencelife during Victoriantimes and
learnt about daily tasksthat would be carriedout in a typical day and weekaroundthe home. Thepupilsalsofound out whatΨ!ŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ¢ŜŀΩwas,
which spurredthem to haveAfternoonTeain schoolthis afternoon. Theydrank their tea from teacupswith saucers,and had somecakewhich was
displayedon a cakestand. I wasluckyenoughto be invited too.

Thankyou to all parentswho supportedat the CoffeeMorninglastweek,we raisedmoneyfor KingfisherPFSA(Parent,FriendsandStaffAssociation),if
youwould like to get involvedpleaseget in touchwith ClareJohnsonby emailingthe office.

Kateupdate-manyof you haveaskedhow Kateis doing. I havebeento seeher andsheis muchmore mobile than shewas,sheis now ableto at least
get aroundon the groundfloor, howeversheis still not fully mobile. Shehasaskedme to thank everyonefor their continuedbest wishes. Chriswill
continueto work with ushereat Kingfisherup until the start of the EasterHolidays.



We hope to run our St GeorgesDayCelebrationsagainthis yearand combineit to coincidewith the Coronationof KingCharlesIII. Oncea date has
beensetwe will communicatethis with youviaArboremail.

Datesfor your diary

Monday20th February First Day of Term
Friday 31st March Last Day of Term (Easter Holidays)
Monday 17th April First Day of Term
Monday 1st and Monday 8th May Bank Holiday 
Friday 26th May Last Day of Term
Monday 5th June INSET Day
Tuesday 6th June First Day of Term
Friday 21st July Last Day of the Academic Year
Wednesday 6th September First Day of New Academic Year 

You will have seen the Term Dates for next academic year.  We base our year on the Oxfordshire dates which most schools use within the county and 
allocate the INSET Days according to our Academy Trust.  As you are aware, we have statutory training that our staff must receive in order to support 
your children and in our school we also have to deliver more complex training due to the needs of our pupils.  

Have a lovely half term

Best Wishes

Lorraine



Sensory Pathway



Flamingo Class

Our Topicthis term hasbeentime travel,duringthis topic we havebeenlearninglots about dinosaursandrobots. Our sensorystory hasbeenBoyandBot by AmeDyckman, in
this story a boy findsa robot and they becomegoodfriendsspendingthe dayplayingtogether. We havebeenexploringlots of different propsthat feature in the story including
pinecones,ballsto roll andapplesauceto smellandtaste.

In Topicthis term we havealsobeenlearningabout the great fire of Londonthrougha sensorystory. Wehavelovedfeelingthe heat from the hot water bottle andsplashingthe
water to put the fire out. Our favourite bit wasdefinitely controlling the fan usinga switch to create the wind. We havealsobeen continuingthe theme of the great fire of
Londoninto Sensology. Wehavebeenmakingfiery patternsusingshavingfoam,red andorangepaint,we useboth handsto mix the paint together.

In mathswe havebeencontinuingto learnaboutobjectpermeance,we havebeensearchingfor dinosaurshiddenin different sensorymaterials. Wehavebeenpracticingmoving
our handsandarmsandhavebeenlearningto look at what we havefound. In handfunction we havebeenlearningto hold onto pipe cleanerstightly andpull them out of tight
holes.

In sensorycookingwe havebeenmakingpizzas,we havelovedexploringall of the different ingredientsincludingcheese,flour andbasil. Ourfavourite ingredientwasthe tomato
puree,someof us likedthe tasteandother enjoyedsmearingit acrossour trays. Duringour weeklysessionswith the PEcoacheswe havebeenpracticingmovingour handsand
armsto pushballsandroll them downthe ramps.

Alicia, Kerryann, Sally, Emma, Katia



Toucan Class

OurTopicthis term hasbeenΨ¢ƛƳŜ¢ǊŀǾŜƭΩ. Ourphonicsstoryhasbeenarounda friendly robot that hashelpedusto time travel aswe havehelpedit to learnthingswe aregood
at. Thestory allowedus to exploredifferent examplesof bodypercussionaswell asthe namesof somebodyparts. Thesesessionshavebeena bit of a highlightof the term as
we have seenall the pupils showinggreat progressin learningsomeof the responses. 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎfavorite part of the story was the dinosaurstomp song,and it has been
wonderful seeingall the pupilsstampingtheir feet with the music. We had to practicesectionof the story quite a lot at it wasalmostalwaysthe sectionthat waschosento be
repeatedby the class. Thestory alsohelpedus to explorebodyparts through the heads,shoulder,kneesand toessong. Someof usare now consistentlyidentifyingsomebody
parts. Well doneToucanClass.

Throughoutthe curriculumwe havebeendoingvariousactivitiesto explorecolour. Wehavebeenworkingon choosingcoloursusingobjectsand/ or symbolsandthen usingthe
coloursin motivating activities. Everyonehasenjoyedmakingsensorycolour bagswith their choiceof paint and glitter. Thishasbeena cleanactivity. However,a muchmore
excitingactivitiesusingcolourhaveincludedmixingpaint or splattingshavingfoamΨŎŀƪŜǎΩ. Thelatter hasbeena favorite, if extremelymessy,activity within class. We havealso
beenworkingon matchingandnamingcoloursusingdinosaurtoyswhereyoumustmatchthe right colourto the right colourlegs.

In our PElessonswith our coacheswe havebeenworkingon our ball skills,our accuracyandtargetingusingboth our handsandequipmentis really improving. It hasbeengreat
to seeeveryoneheadingto the hall with suchenthusiasmto seewhat equipmentwill be out this weekand how quicklyeveryoneis willing to havea go evenwhen presented
with new things. Knockingballsoff coneswasa particularlypopularactivity for the classif not the staff who hadto raisetheir gameto Wimbledonball boystandard. Ourtimesin
the bighall for PEandsensorycircuitsis reallyhelpingusdevelopour walkingandtherehasbeenlots of progressin this areathis term.

Wehopethat everyonehasa lovelyhalf term andcomesbackrestedandreadyfor our newtopic next termΨhƴthe MoveΩ.

Take care, Tor, Maria, Sue, Lynette, Sarah and Sonia



Robin Class

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǎȅ ǘŜǊƳ ƛƴ wƻōƛƴ /ƭŀǎǎΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ ά¢ƛƳŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭέ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ enjoying little bears exciting expedition to the moon 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴƛŎǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CƛǊŜ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴticipation during both the story and song. We explored 
this further, during our Sensology lessons by exploring wood, looking at lights to replicate fire, listening to the cracklingsoǳƴŘ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƘƻ ƳƛŎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ 
ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΧέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭovely vocalisations.

In Phonicsthis term we havebeen listeningto Ψ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊbŜȄǘΩand getting to know the soundsof the story. Our favouriteshavebeenthe bubblepoppingand the loud noiseas
BabyBearcrashesdownthe chimney!Thepupilshaveshowntheir preferencesby laughingat the soundsandbeenableto choosea soundto listento againfrom a choiceof two.

In SensoryCookingwe havebeendevelopingour mixingskillsandexploringdifferent textures. Everyonehasexploredthe smell,feel andsoundof the ingredientsandexperienced
them beingmixedtogetherandsomepupilshavebeenpouringandmixingbeforegivingthe food a taste- cerealandmilk wasverypopularwith the class!

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƴǎƻǊȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ά.ƻȅ ŀƴŘ .ƻǘέ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƴŜŎƻƴŜǎΦ Interestingly, the apple sauce proved to be a popular smell 
with the students, however very few liked the taste. It was wonderful to see how some of the students were able to improve ontheir ability to press several switches. The robot 
dancing at the end of the story prompted a lot of smiles and laughter.

It was so lovely for Eleanor and I to have the opportunity to speak with you all on Wednesday at our parent consultation meetings.

Wishing you all a great half term.

Siobhan, Eleanor, Lorna, Amanda, Liza, Tracey, Julia, Sharon, Maria, Pauline and Dawn



Core Pathway



Owl Class 
Thisterm Owl Classhavebeenbusy,with lots of new learningand explorationtakingplaceaswell asmeetingtheir new teacherJo. Owl classhavebeenexceptionaland have
transitionedwell in to their newroutineandgettingto knowthe newadult in their class.

We haveenjoyedour new topic this termΨ¢ƛƳŜ¢ǊŀǾŜƭΩlearninglots about how thingsin our daily liveschangeandare neverthe same. We understandwell that different things
happenduringour journeysthroughout the day. We havelearnedthat we are different now to how we were whenwe were babies,we know that we usedto crawlandnow we
canwalk,we knowthat we would crywhenwe wantedsomethingandnow we cancommunicateour thoughtsandwants. Weknowthat we usedto makemarksandnow we can
draw pictures. We havesharedthe story of,Ψ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊbŜȄǘΩby JillMurphy which helpedus to think about the different partsof the story and how certain thingshappenedat
different times. Thereis a beginning,a middleandanend. We sequencedthe story usingpicturesandsemanticsto helpusto build sentences,we exploredthe friendsBabyBear
madeduringthe story,Owlbeingoneof them. Usingpaperplateswe createdour own Owlsthat arenow on display. Wethoughtabout the kindof rocketswe would like to haveif
we were to travel to the moonandwe createdour own andfinallywe exploredthe different typesof food BabyBeartook to the moonandcreateda picnicof our own.

Wehavealsobeenleaningabout the partsof our body,naminghands,legs,feet, headetcΧ. Weput togethera skeletonpuzzle,we drew aroundeachother andlabelledthe parts
of the bodyandwe createdskeletonbiscuits. We verymuchenjoyedthe story of,ΨCǳƴƴȅ.ƻƴŜǎΩandthis helpedus to understandwhat a skeletonis. We alsoexploredX-raysof
the humanbody. In mathswe havebeenexploringnumber,quantity andbiggestandsmallest. Wehaveorderednumbersandknowwhichis the biggestnumberandwhichis the
smallestnumber.

In swimmingwe havebeenlearningto float on our front andour backsandusinga noodleto helpusto createindependence. Wehavealsobeenlearningto lift our feet up andto
put them down. Whenswimmingon our front we havebeenpractisingkickingour legsin the water. Wedo createquite a splash!

TakeCare,BestWishes

Jo, Beccie, Nicola and Sidney



Hawk Class 

Thehighlight of Term3 for us hasbeen the classplay. We were so disappointedthat weŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘperform it before Christmasbecauseso manyof us were poorly.
However,we havedoneit!! Thechildrenwere amazing,listeningfor their go, learningtheir lines,rememberingtheir actingand lookingafter eachother. It wasmade
evenmorespecialby somanyof our parentsandfamilymemberscomingalongto supportus. It wasgreatto haveyou there andI amsurethat youwill agreethat the
wholeclasswerespectacular. Quitea lot of photoswere taken,soafter half term we couldsendsomepictureshomeif youwould like a keepsake.

Wehadhopedto visit Abingdonlibrary this term but havereorganizedthis for next term. Wearehopingto go to the library,everyother week,on a Tuesdayafternoon
in the minibus. If youwould like to be involvedandmeet usthere,we would loveto seeyou. Weareaimingto be there at 1.30. Wearealsogoingto be ableto borrow
somebooksto takebackto classaswell. If youwould like yourchildto havea librarycard,we canhelpwith that. Justget in touchandwe will tell youmoreabout it.

PEhasbeena realchallengethis term. Westartedwith sometricky gymnasticpositionsandwhenthe childrenhadmasteredthoseour PEcoachesmadethe challenge
even more difficult by encouragingthe children to recreatethe positionson PEapparatus. Theyhaveworked very hard at this and we havehad someimpressive
results. ChildrenwhoŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘjump off apparatusthe last time we did gymnasticshavebeenleapingoff while makingΨǇŜƴŎƛƭΩandΨǎǘŀǊΩshapes. Again,it hasbeenvery
pleasingto seethe childrenworkingwith different partnerseachweekandhelpingandsupportingeachother.



Hawk Class cont.

Hawk class have been learning all about body parts in science. They have all been very confident in naming parts of the body andhave even been naming the more 
ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǎƘƛƴǎΩΣ ΨǘƘƛƎƘǎΩ ŀƴŘ  ΨƪƴǳŎƪƭŜǎΩ. Some of the children had a go at naming our organs as well and then learning whereabouts inside our bodies they 
are. We then moved on to learning about animal body parts and considered which were the same and which were different. Lastly, the children learnt about some new 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘȅ ǇŀǊǘǎΦ !ǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨǿƻƳōŀǘǎΩΣ ΨƪƻƻƪŀōǳǊǊŀǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨdingosΩ.

In Maths we have had great fun measuring everything. We have measured using cubes, bricks and rulers too. We have compared lots of classroom objects and 
resources to see which are tallest and shortest and even measured all the children and adults too. We have also had some problems to solve ςhow do you measure a 
ŎǳǊƭȅ ǿƻǊƳ ƻǊ ǎƴŀƪŜΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǊǎΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΚ

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ΨwŜŀŘΣ ²ǊƛǘŜΣ LƴŎΦΩ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳe. All the children have had a go with lots of 
new resources and have been so enthusiastic and keen to read. Even the staff team have been surprised and delighted at how well the children are doing. Those 
children that are free readers will get their opportunity to explore new books when we go to the library.

Lorna, Laura, Jo, Becka and Sophie.


